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Statement of Intent
Holmes Chapel Health Centre is committed to providing high-quality primary medical care in a clean, safe, and hygienic environment. We recognise that effective Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) is essential to protecting the health and wellbeing of our patients, staff, visitors, and the wider community.
This GP practice is dedicated to preventing and reducing the risk of infection by ensuring IPC measures are embedded into everyday clinical and non-clinical practice and are consistently applied across all services delivered.

Our Commitment as a GP Practice
The practice will:
· Comply with all relevant legislation, national standards, and guidance, including: 
· Health and Social Care Act 2008 (Regulated Activities) Regulations
· CQC Fundamental Standards
· UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) guidance
· NHS and local Integrated Care Board (ICB) requirements
· Maintain up-to-date IPC policies and procedures that reflect current best practice for general practice and primary care settings.
· Ensure IPC arrangements support safe care for: 
· Routine GP consultations
· Minor surgery and procedures
· Childhood and adult immunisation clinics
· Chronic disease management and diagnostic activity
· Promote a culture of shared responsibility, where infection prevention is everyone’s role.



Leadership and Responsibilities
· The GP Partners / Practice Manager hold overall responsibility for Infection Prevention and Control governance.
· A designated IPC Lead is responsible for: 
· Overseeing IPC policy implementation
· Coordinating audits and risk assessments
· Ensuring learning from incidents and guidance updates is shared
· All staff, including GPs, nurses, healthcare assistants, administrative staff, cleaners, and temporary or locum staff, are required to: 
· Follow IPC policies and standard infection control precautions
· Maintain high standards of hand hygiene
· Use personal protective equipment (PPE) appropriately
· Attend mandatory IPC training
· Report any IPC incidents, risks, or concerns promptly

Core IPC Principles in the Practice
The practice applies the following IPC measures at all times:
· Standard Infection Control Precautions (SICPs)
· Hand hygiene in line with national guidance
· Appropriate use, storage, and disposal of PPE
· Safe cleaning and decontamination of: 
· Clinical rooms and equipment
· Treatment trolleys and medical devices
· Safe management of: 
· Clinical and domestic waste
· Sharps and exposure incidents
· Infection risk assessment and management of: 
· Patients with known or suspected infectious diseases
· Seasonal and emerging infections
· Occupational health arrangements including: 
· Staff immunisation
· Exposure management and reporting

Monitoring, Audit, and Review
· IPC performance will be regularly monitored, including hand hygiene and environmental audits.
· Identified risks will be addressed through action plans and continuous improvement.
· This Statement of Intent and associated IPC policies will be reviewed at least annually, or sooner if: 
· National guidance changes
· An IPC incident or outbreak occurs
· The services provided by the practice change

Conclusion
Through this Statement of Intent, Holmes Chapel Health Centre confirms its commitment to maintaining the highest standards of Infection Prevention and Control, ensuring a safe environment for all patients, staff, and visitors and meeting our responsibilities as a registered GP practice.
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